
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 1 

 2 

OKANOGAN COUNTY 3 

 4 

OCTOBER 10, 2017 5 

 6 
  9:00 AM Commissioners’ Staff Meeting 7 
10:30 AM Bid Opening – 2018 Stabilizer Supply – Public Works – Amanda Moody 8 
11:00 AM Update – Public Works – Josh Thomson, Ben Rough 9 
  1:30 PM Board of Health 1234 S.2nd Ave, Okanogan 10 
  3:30 PM Citizens Comment Period 11 
  4:30 PM Approve Consent Agenda 12 
 13 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on October 10, 14 
2017, Chairman Commissioner Jim DeTro, Commissioner Chris Branch, Commissioner 15 
Andy Hover and Laleña Johns, Clerk of the Board present.  16 
 17 
Commissioners convened the board at 9:00 a.m. 18 

 19 

Commissioners’ Staff Meeting 20 

David Gecas, Kim Spivey, Tanya Craig, Perry Huston 21 

 22 

Ameresco is on site to go over the energy project in preparation of meeting with the 23 

commissioners on Monday October 16, 2017. Mr. Poulin purchased a new lawn mower 24 

yesterday for courthouse grounds at a reduced price due it being a showroom model. 25 

Mr. Springer is the new custodian and he is working out well. 26 

 27 

Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1)(g) Performance of Employee 28 

Commissioner Hover moved to go into executive session at 9:10 a.m. for 10 minutes 29 

inviting HR Director Tanya Craig, DPA David Gecas, and Perry Huston to discuss the 30 

performance of a public employee. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion 31 

carried.  32 

 33 

Executive session ended at 9:20 a.m. no decisions were made.  34 

 35 

Commissioner Hover noted that the fairgrounds tractor lease must be traded out with 36 

Washington Tractor for the winter. Ms. Spivey explained the tractor lease may allow it to 37 

be returned for the winter months when it is not needed. She will check into that.  38 

 39 

The bathroom contractors are installing the final bathroom accessories. The final draw 40 

is being held until it is complete, but the budget will need to be amended to provide 41 

enough for processing of the invoice. The final draw is $183,824.05 plus the retainage 42 
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of $9,000 which would be paid out at the end of the project. The $25,000 fair rental 43 

payment is in the next batch of vouchers. $46,000 is the estimated cash coming in, plus 44 

there is the hotel motel tax that will need to be paid out. There are five people waiting to 45 

hear back about winter storage. The seasonal temp workers could be laid off to save 46 

money. The commissioners discussed keeping them on for the Taste of Three Valleys 47 

on Oct. 21 or until the end of the week. Josh Freel will be back on Monday after the 48 

event to help clean up after the event.  49 

 50 

A list of costs attributable to the fair should be created such as electric costs, security, 51 

trash disposal, overtime, tractor rentals repairs, etc….  52 

 53 

Director Huston asked about schematics of the fairgrounds to map it all out. It was 54 

never completed. 55 

 56 

David Gecas updated the board on legal matters he is working on.  57 

 58 

Commissioner DeTro explained a letter from the Farm Bureau to the President in 59 

Washington D.C. which caused a stir regarding the grazing permits. There will be a 60 

meeting held with Jim Pena and the permitees regarding the issues. Commissioner 61 

DeTro will attend the meeting at the Youth Center in Tonasket.  62 

 63 

Director Huston updated the board on the WATV effort regarding a bill being pushed to 64 

increase speed limit on roads open to WATV’s from 35 to 45 mph. A letter of support 65 

was requested of the commissioners. Director Huston will draft the letter for 66 

commissioners’ review. 67 

 68 

Director Huston would like to come in and further discuss the Planning Budget sooner 69 

rather than later to discuss his needs. He needs to discuss both 2017 and 2018 budgets 70 

and concerns about going beyond his bottom line and wants to take the appropriate 71 

steps to ensure it doesn’t go over. He will discuss this with Cari Hall. The Lake 72 

Management District informal meeting is scheduled for tonight.  73 

 74 

Mr. Gecas explained some staffing positions in the prosecutor’s office that are being 75 

considered to be filled. There may be some cost savings due to the length of time the 76 

positions have been unfilled. There are normally 8 attorneys but they are down to 7 right 77 

now.  78 

 79 

Commissioners discussed approving the consent agenda this morning.  80 

 81 
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Commissioners discussed the Interlocal and MOU agreements regarding the Spokane 82 

BHO and whether or not these agreements will conflict with the county if the county 83 

were to go mid-adopter as it would trigger us being lumped in with the North Central 84 

counties of Grant, Douglas, and Chelan. Commissioners provided the documents to 85 

David Gecas for review. They wish to know if it written so when we make the shift to NC 86 

counties it is easy to get out of the agreement? Commissioner Branch would like to 87 

further discuss the documents with OBHC CEO Jim Novelli to ensure the documents do 88 

not conflict with the provisions of behavioral healthcare provided to the county residents.  89 

 90 

Approve Consent Agenda 91 

Commissioner Hover moved to approve the consent agenda items 1-7, as presented. 92 

Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  93 
1. Commissioners’ Proceedings October 2 & 3, 2017 94 
2. Employment Agreement – Prosecutor’s Office - Noel Merfeld 95 
3. Agreement – DOT 3532-04 Peter Dan Road – Public Works 96 
4. Purchasing Authority –2018 Winter Deicer Materials-Public Works 97 
5. Contract-Legacy Telecommunications Electrical Services- Pitcher Mtn-Public Works 98 
6. Purchasing Authority – Road Oil Distributor Equipment – PacWest Machinery-Public Works 99 
7. Resolution 172-2017 Replenishing Vehicle Vessel Change Fund-Auditor 100 

 101 

Bid Opening – 2018 Stabilizer Supply – Public Works – Amanda Moody 102 

Commissioner DeTro stated the time for receiving bids is past. Two bids were received. 103 

 104 

Commissioner DeTro opened the first bid and read it. 105 

 106 

Keili Trading LLC 107 

Total bid $59,695.76 including sales tax at 8.1% 108 

 109 

The second bid was opened and read. 110 

 111 

Empire Tech Services 112 

Total bid $110,660.89 113 

 114 

Commissioner DeTro stated the apparent low bid is Keili Trading LLC.  115 

 116 

The engineer estimate was about $75,000.  117 

 118 

Dennis Rabidou came up to discuss KOMW open line time and date where a group will 119 

discuss the ballot issue publicly.  120 

 121 

Update – Public Works – Josh Thomson, Ben Rough 122 

Engineer Thomson provided his agenda. 123 
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 124 

Maintenance and Road Conditions 125 

Bridge Lost River 126 

 127 

Met with Chris Johnson to find combine project for salmon recovery and bridge project 128 

and it would be to address it right now. He submitted the HPA to do the work for project.   129 

 130 

Hwy 7 culvert project will begin next week. 131 

 132 

Loup Loup “Canyon Rd 133 

 134 

Consent Agenda items review 135 

Engineer Thomson explained the items for approval and asked for questions or 136 

concerns.  137 

 138 

Distributors for chip seal program replacements was discussed and the authorization to 139 

purchase them. They are expensive at over $400,000 for two of them. Is there budget 140 

for the purchases? We were a bit behind in replacing them so the road fund would make 141 

up the difference if there is a difference.  142 

 143 

Bridge Inspection 144 

Engineer Thomson explained inspections expectations. There are some small older 145 

bridges that do need to be replaced but there is no funding. Would the Colville’s be 146 

interested in providing some funding for the Salmon Creek Bridge due to restrictions for 147 

fish.  148 

 149 

B-4 bridge may have some issues when replacing.  150 

 151 

2018 Annual Construction Program 152 

This may be presented for commissioner approval next week. The list will include the 153 

items on the Six year plan as well as any smaller ones. 154 

 155 

2018 Budget  156 

 157 

SRS Status 158 

Commissioner Hover explained the information he had on SRS status. The plan is in 159 

play as a result of the work at the WIR conference. It lays the groundwork for success, 160 

but it is critical to the counties that it is approved and a permanent funding source found 161 

that doesn’t need to be attached to something else. .  162 

 163 
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Multi use ATV account funds where we thought we might pay for special signs is not 164 

eligible. Warning signs are eligible but not the type of signs were hoping for.  165 

 166 

Board of Health 1234 S.2nd Ave, Okanogan 167 

Commissioners DeTro and Hover attended the board of health.  168 

 169 

Citizens Comment Period 170 

No citizens attended.  171 

 172 

Commissioners adjourned for the day at 5:00 p.m. 173 

 174 


